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Eastwood-East Syracuse Kiwanis Club

P O Box655, East Syracuse, NY 13057
March 26, 2009      Presiding Ernie Wass

Present: Jim Schaefer, Jerry Wright, Ken Pacelli, Ernie and Sue Wass, Mary DePietro, Larry Goldstein, guests Carol Rogers and Lynn Harter from the Eastern Farm Workers.

Web Site: www.kiwanis-ees.org  

Rose Sale: Noted that the DeWitt Club will be selling for $16.50 a dozen. We plan to sell for $20. Sunshine Rotary will be selling for $15.00. It is unknown what DeWitt Rotary price will be.

Thank You: Henniger High School for donation for Project Graduation. Paine Library for Dr. Seuss party donation.

Kiwanis History: Jim told us that Kiwanis was set up as a business group then turned into a service organization. Until 1962 Kiwanis was only located in the US and Canada and in 1986 invited women to join.

Key Leader Training: Registration required by April 15. Chaperone cost is $95, students $195. Club will send 2 students.

Kamp Kiwanis Work Day: No information received yet about a date. 

Dedication of Erwin Memorial: No date decided yet. Camp opens June 5.

Interclubs: Jim, Ernie and Mary attended North Syracuse. Brighton Towers, Onondaga Hill, Auburn, Fulton and Oswego remain. 

50/50: Sue was the winner. Joke – Jim, History – Jerry

Happy/Sad $’s: Jerry happy his income tax prepared. Ken happy guests here today. Ernie happy he has a new transmission in the Pontiac. Mary happy she received her tax refund. Jim happy his taxes finalized.

Eastern Farms Workers Association was organized in 1922 across the US to Alaska. Workers today and making similar wages as made in 1974 picking apples, planting crops and harvesting. There are about 10,000 workers in Central New York. They are paid about $7 - $8 for filling 28 bushel bins of apples. Farms have changed from family owned to big co-op. Today the workers come from Guatemala and Mexico and formerly they were Jamaican and Blacks. The language has always been a problem. Most of the income is sent home to help families. Mostly men come to work.

Lynn and Carol are volunteers and receive no pay for working  7 days a week to  help provide benefits to workers.
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